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Project Background and Development Description

216 ha site

Arable and pasture land

Adjoining communities

Proposed development of:

Å 3,500 dwellings

Å 3 schools

Å Town centre

Å Highway link (SARW)
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Site Description: Baseline Ecology

Comprehensive baseline 

surveys: 2003 - 2014 (for ES)

Key ecological resources:

Å Pasture grassland and arable

Å Bats

Å Badger

ÅGCN

Å Invertebrates

Å Farmland bird assemblage
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Assessment: Residual Significant Impacts

Application of the mitigation 

hierarchy through design:

Å Avoid

Å Reduce

Å Restore and enhance

BUTéé

Residual impacts to: 

Å Pasture grassland and arable

Å Farmland bird species
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Approach to Offsetting

1: Recommendation to client that offsets required

2: Commit to offset provision within ES

3: Discuss with LPA (SCDC Planners and Ecologist) and RSPB

4: Implement approach - handover to The Environment Bank
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Farmland bird impact and compensation

ÅImpact to important arable bird communities

ÅRSPB recommend a Farmland Bird Mitigation Package

Å8.65 ha wild bird seed mix 

Å8.65 ha nectar flower mix

Å4.3 ha cultivated fallow

ÅRough/tussocky grassland



Biodiversity accounting metric

ÅDefra technical guidance

ÅBased on habitat hectares model to evaluate the 
biodiversity value of land, development impacts and 
appropriate compensation for No Net Loss and Net Gain 
strategies.

ÅBiodiversity units = area x habitat distinctiveness x 
habitat condition

ÅRisk factors for habitat creation/restoration are applied 
to buffer risks associated with time lags and technical 
difficulties



Northstowe Phase 2 baseline



Northstowe Phase 2 proposal



Phase 2 Biodiversity impact summary



Biodiversity assessment of FBMP



Species compensation 
requirements

ÅLandscape context 

ÅDisturbance levels 

ÅSite features

ÅBoundary features 

ÅField parcel relationship

ÅAdverse site features

ÅHydrology 

ÅAdditionality

ÅLong term

ÅAchievable management



Land search commences

ÅReview of development adjacent land owned 
by HCA

ÅDiscussion of delivery options

ÅSearch for land advertised for sale

ÅEnquiries through local land agents

ÅAll proposed land options assessed against 
FBMP and species requirements
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Phase 3 proposal
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Compensation package



Compensation package design

ÅSite surveys and soil sampling

ÅDesign FBMP layout

ÅBiodiversity gain review

ÅManagement discussions with proposed 
tenant land managers

ÅPreparation of long-term management plan

ÅCapital costings



Compensation proposal



Compensation scheme results



Next steps

ÅFBMP proposal to be submitted to LPA

ÅManagement to commence Autumn 2017

ÅEnvironment Bank to oversee management 
support and monitoring

ÅPhase 3 compensation requirement to be 
reassessed within next design phase.

ÅAdditional compensation parcels will be 
identified if necessary.



Thank you

For more information on biodiversity accounting and 

offsetting practices in the UK please visit 

www.environmentbank.com

http://www.environmentbank.com

